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LISTENING 1 (Items 1-5)                                                                         (5 marks)                                                 

You are going to hear five people speaking. Who are they? 

Listen and for each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option. 
 

 doctor policeman mother patient student 
taxi 

driver 

1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 
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LISTENING 2 (Items 6-10)                                                                       (5 marks) 

You are going to hear a story about Ali and his friends. 

Listen and for each item, write a short answer (not more than FOUR WORDS). 
 

 

6. When did Ali and his friends go to the park? (day) 

 

    __________________________________________ 

 

7. Who was the best frisbee player? 

 

   ___________________________________________ 

 

8. Where did they go for a walk? 

 

   ___________________________________________ 

 

9. What kind of movie did they watch? 

 

     _________________________________________________. 

 

10. How did Ali feel about the time he spent with his friends? 

 

     _________________________________________________. 

                                                                                

  

 

LISTENING 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 
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VOCABULARY (Items 1-5)                                                                    (2½ marks) 

For each item, read the definition and the example.  

Then complete the word in the space provided.  

You are given the first letter(s) of the word. Make sure your spelling is correct. 

Example: 
(noun) a room where food is prepared and cooked 

e.g. They keep the fridge in the kit c h e n. 

 

1. (adverb) making a lot of noise. 

e.g. She screamed as lou _ _ _ as she could. 

   

2. (noun) a substance that is given to people to treat illnesses. 

e.g. Sick people are given dr _ _ to cure them. 

 

3. (adjective) extremely large in size or amount. 

e.g. The anaconda is an enor _ _ _ _ snake. 

 

4. (verb) cannot remember something. 

e.g. I will never for _ _ _ my best teachers. 

 

5. (verb) to remove dust and dirt. 

e.g. My mother used a brush to sw _ _ _ the kitchen. 
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GRAMMAR    (Items 6-10)                                                                     (2½ marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble   under the correct option.  

(There are five extra words in the box.) 
 

The giant panda (6)___________a beloved animal that is known for its black and white fur 

and gentle nature. It is also one of the (7)___________endangered animals in the world, with 

only about 1,800 individuals left in the wild. Pandas are native to China, (8)___________they 

live in bamboo forests in the mountains. Pandas eat up to 80 pounds (9)___________bamboo 

per day, which they spend about 12 hours eating. Pandas are facing several threats, including 

habitat loss, poaching, and climate change. Conservation efforts are underway 

(10)___________protect pandas and their habitat, but they remain at risk. 

 
 

of more is when to in at are where most 

           

6.           

7.           

8.           

9.           

10.           
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GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY    (Items 11-20)                                              (5 marks) 

For each item, shade in the bubble  next to the correct option. 

 
Ibn Sina was a (11)___________ Muslim scientist. He was born (12)___________980. 

By the (13)___________of 16, he was very smart and knew a lot. He was a doctor, 

philosopher, and writer. He is (14)___________ as the "Father of Modern Medicine." 

Ibn Sina (15)___________ over 450 books on many subjects, including medicine and 

philosophy. The most famous (16)___________ he wrote is The Canon of Medicine, 

(12)___________ was used as a medical textbook for centuries. He was also a famous 

(18)___________ because he wrote extensively about the stars, planets, and galaxies. 

Ibn Sina was a brilliant scientist and philosopher. (19)___________ work changed the 

way people think in the West. He is considered to be among (20)___________ most 

important scientists in history. 

 

 

11.  helpless  famous  powerless  nameless 

12.  on  at  in  to 

13.  age  old  year  month 

14.  know  knew  knowing  known 

15.  wrote  discovered  opened  tore 

16.  play  book  story  comic 

17.  where  when  who  which 

18.  astronomer  teacher  doctor  surgeon 

19.  My  Her  His   Their 

20.  a  an  the  this 

 

GRM/VCB 

                                                                                    SCORE 

 

10 

 

  



ENGLISH, GRADE 9, SEMESTER ONE, AFTERNOON SESSION                                                                          2023/2024 

6 

 

READING 1 (Items 1-4)                                                                            (4 marks) 

Match the texts with the pictures.  For each text, shade in the bubble  under the 

correct option. 

A. 

 

B. 

 

C. 

 

      

D. 

 

E. 

 

F. 

 

 

 
 Pictures 

 Texts A B C D E F 

1. A powerful spacecraft, travelling through 

space, carrying people on a journey of 

discovery. It is a symbol of human 

creativity and exploration. 

      

2. A long, metal tube, its lens pointed up at 

the heavens. It is a tool for exploring the 

space, for discovering the universe. 

      

3. A brave adventurer who travels into 

space to learn and explore. He wears 

special suits. 

 

      

4. A big, object floating in space. It has a 

long, round part with many sticking-out 

wings and panels. The object is far away 

from Earth. 
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READING 2 (Items 5–10)                                                                         (6 marks) 

Read the text. Then complete the task. 
 

  

Money has changed a lot over time. At first, people traded goods and services directly. 

This was called bartering. However, bartering was difficult because people had to find 

someone who wanted what they had and had what they wanted. 

Around 600 BC, people in Lydia, which is now part of Turkey, started using coins. Coins 

were made of electrum, a mix of gold and silver. They had a fixed value and were widely 

accepted, which made trade easier. During the Middle Ages, people in Europe started 

using coins more. Rulers minted coins and stamped their value on them. However, the 

value of coins often changed based on how much precious metal they contained. 

In the 13th century, people in China started using paper money. Merchants and traders 

used promissory notes as a convenient way to carry large amounts of money without the 

risk of theft. This idea later spread to other parts of the world. 

In the 17th century, the first central banks were created, such as the Bank of England. 

These banks issued banknotes, which were promises to pay the bearer the specified 

amount of money. Banknotes quickly became popular because they were more 

convenient than carrying heavy coins. 

In the 20th century, technology advanced and electronic money was invented. For me, 

credit cards, debit cards, and digital payment systems made it much easier to handle 

transactions. Today, most of our financial transactions happen with the click of a button. 
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READING 2 (continued) 
 

For each item, shade in the bubble   next to the correct option. 
 

5. _____________ was the first form of money. 

 

 Coins  Bartering  Paper money 

6. The first coins were introduced ___________. 

 

 around 600 BC  during the Middle Ages  in the 13th century 

7. Coins were made of ___________. 

 

 gold  silver  gold and silver 

8. The ____________ often changed the value of the coins. 

 

 rulers  merchants  precious metal 

9. The _____________ invented the paper money. 

 

 Europeans  Chinese  Turkish 

10. The writer prefers using ______________.  

 

 coins  paper money  electronic money 

 

 

  

 

READING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

10 
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WRITING 1                                                                                              (4 marks) 

Write a paragraph about the former Sultan of Oman called Sultan Qaboos.  Use ALL 

the information in the box. Your writing should be correct and well-organized. 

Sultan Qaboos 

born/1940/Slalalah 

ruled/Oman/ 1970-2020                       educated/England 

attended/Royal Military Academy/Sandhurst 

established /Sultan Qaboos University/1986 

 

 received/many awards                     died/ Muscat /2020 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   Marker A Marker B Average 
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WRITING 2                                                                                              (6 marks) 

Complete the following task. Write at least 75 words. 

Situation:  You are Ali/Alia and your pen friend Jack/Jane from England. He/She wants 

to know how you celebrate your national day. Write a letter to tell him/her about how 

you celebrate your national day. 

Your writing should be clear and well organized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   Marker A Marker B Average 

       

 

WRITING 

                                                                                      SCORE 

 

10 
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*********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

 LISTENING 1  (5 mks) 

 doctor policeman mother patient student 
taxi 

driver 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

5.       

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 
 
 

LISTENING 2  (5 mks) VCB   (2.5 mks) 

    

6. Saturday 
1. loudly 

7. Khalid 
2. drug 

8. around the park 
3. enormous 

9. comedy 
4. forget 

10. happy 
5. sweep 

Notes:  One mark each. Complete accuracy in grammar 

and spelling is not required, but answers must be 

clearly and convincingly correct.   

Notes:  Half-a-mark each. Spelling must be 

correct. 
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GRM (2.5 mks) 

 
of more is when to in at are where most 

6.           

7.           

8.           

9.           

10.           

Notes:  Half-a-mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 
 
 
 

GRM/ VCB (5 mks) 

         

11.  helpless  famous  powerless  nameless 

12.  on  at  in  to 

13.  age  old  year  month 

14.  know  knew  knowing  known 

15.  wrote  discovered  opened  tore 

16.  play  book  story  comic 

17.  where  when  who  which 

18.  astronomer  teacher  doctor  surgeon 

19.  My  Her  His  Their 

20.  a  an  the  this 

Notes:  Half-a-mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly.   
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READING 1  (4 mks) 

 A B C D E F 

1.       

2.       

3.       

4.       

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 

READING 2  (6 mks) 
       

5.  Coins  Bartering  Paper money 

6.  around 600 BC  during the Middel Ages  in the 13th century 

7.  gold  silver  gold and silver 

8.  rulers  merchants  precious metal  

9.  Europeans  Chinese  Turkish  

10.  coins  paper money  electronic money 

Notes:  One mark each.  Responses must be indicated clearly. 

 
 

WRITING 1  (4 mks) 

4 
– Presents all the information, fully and clearly.  

– Writing is well-organised and coherent, with only minor language errors.   

3 
– Presents most of the information, clearly enough.   

– Writing contains some noticeable language errors and sometimes lacks coherence. 

2 
– Manages to present only some of the information; important points are missing or unclear.    

– Language contains frequent errors, some of which obscure meaning. 

1 
– A very feeble attempt at the task, presenting very little information.     

– Language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted. 

0 

No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the topic/ information 

provided)   OR  Just copied from the Q-paper  OR  Hardly any writing at all, OR Not written in  

English   OR  Complete nonsense 
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WRITING 2  (6 mks) 

6 

– Message to the intended reader(s) is very clear.  

– Writing clearly succeeds in achieving its purpose.  

– Uses language which is very appropriate to reader and context.   

– A good range of structures and vocabulary, with an excellent level of accuracy.  

5 

– Message to the intended reader(s) is fairly clear.  

– Writing succeeds to a large extent in achieving its purpose.  

– Uses language which is appropriate to reader and context.   

– A fair range of structures and vocabulary, with a good level of accuracy. 

4 

– Message to the intended reader(s) is partially clear.  

– Writing has reasonable success in achieving its purpose.  

– There are clear attempts to use language appropriate to reader and context.   

– Grammar and vocabulary are reasonably correct, though limited in range. 

3 

– Message to the intended reader(s) is mixed.   

– Writing has partially achieved its main purpose.  

– Some of the language used is inappropriate to reader and context.  

– There is a noticeable lack of accuracy in the use of grammar and vocabulary. 

2 

– Message to the intended reader(s) is mostly unclear.   

– Writing only has very limited success in achieving its purpose.  

– There is little evidence of attempts to use appropriate language.   

– Grammar/Vocabulary contain frequent serious errors. 

1 

– Message to the intended readers(s) is unclear.  

– Writing clearly fails to achieve its intended purpose. 

– There is no evidence of any attempt to use appropriate language.  

– The language used is extremely limited and/or seriously distorted.    

0 

No attempt at the task:   EITHER  Irrelevant (Completely unrelated to the task/ instructions)  

OR  Just copied from the Q-paper  OR  Hardly any writing at all, OR Not written in  English   OR  

Complete nonsense 

Note 1:  The task is to write a letter/ an e-mail, so students must include a greeting at the start and a 

closing at the end. If they do not, they will lose marks.  PROCEDURE:   Each marker marks the content 

of the e-mail according to the Rating Scale — then, if either the greeting or the closing are missing, 

deduct one mark from the content-score.   
 

Note 2:  No marks should be awarded or deducted for the address. Any addresses should be ignored. 

 

 


